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SCIENCE. 



[N. S. Vol. VI. No. 156. 



Montana willows, with Salix rotundifolia from 
the island of Unalaska, are the smallest shrubs 
of Salicaceee in the world. Two of these pyg- 
mies are new to science ; one of which, grow- 
ing often only half an inch high, is believed to 
be the smallest species of willow ever known. 

Dr. Britton remarked that Mr. Bydberg's 
Montana trip of last summer was the first ex- 
pedition, sent out officially by the New York 
Botanic Garden ; to which his collection of 
alpine plants will return. 

Professor Burgess referred to a supposed age 
of thirty-four years for a dwarf willow of about 
six inches stem from Alaska, and Dr. Bydberg 
mentioned twelve years as perhaps the age 
reached by the dwarfs of his present paper, 
their stems dying along the rooting base too, 
rapidly to permit great age. 

Dr. Busby spoke of Arctic willows as part of 
the food of beavers in northern Bussia, and of 
reindeer. 

The second paper was by Dr. John K. Small, 
' On the Genus Eriogonum North of Mexico,' a 
genus founded by Michaux upon a single 
species in 1803, and increased to ninety -five in 
its fourth monograph, that by Dr. Sereno 
Watson, in 1870. 

In discussing this paper, Dr. Allen contrib- 
uted an entertaining description of his difficul- 
ties in bringing growing specimens of Eriogo- 
num Alleni from near White Sulphur Springs 
to the Botanic Garden here. 

Dr. Britton reported that the specimens then 
secured have done well in cultivation at Bronx 
Park, and have matured seeds. 

Dr. Allen spoke of finding two or three species 
of Eriogonum in the Grand Canon of the Colo- 
rado last summer, and described his descent of 
the cafionby mule trail, and also his journey to 
California in search of Characese. 

Dr. Britton reported two cases of naturaliza- 
tion of escapes from greenhouses ; the first that 
of a creeping form of Ovalis corniculata, now 
becoming a noxious weed at Whitestone, L. I. 

The second case is that of a fern, apparently 
an Asplenium from a temperate habitat. 

Other cases of fern naturalization which have 
been previously reported include that of an 
Adiantum in Bhode Island, by Mr. Davenport, 
and a Pteris in a rock-cut near the New York 



Central Bailroad tunnel in our own city, noted 
by Mr. W. A. Clute. 

Edward S. Burgess, 

Secretary. 
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